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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2011—12 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 1200

Introduced by Assembly Member Ma

February 18, 2011

An-aetto-amend-Seetien132-of and-toadd-Section13193-5t6;
the-Water-Code relatingto-water-guatity-An act to add Section 13383.1

to the Water Code, relating to water quality.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 1200, as amended, Ma. Water quality: discharges: sewer systems.

(1) The Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act generally requires
a person who causes or permits any hazardous substance or sewage to
be discharged in or on any waters of the state, as soon as that person
has knowledge of the discharge and other requirements are met, to
immediately notify the California Emergency Management Agency of
the discharge in accordance with specified spill reporting requirements.
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- - Under the act, the notification requirements

do not apply to a discharge that is in compliance with waste discharge

The act also requires the public or private entity having legal authority
over the operation and maintenance of, or capital improvement to, a
sewer collection system to submit a report to the appropriate regional
board relating to a spill or overflow from a sanitary sewer system.

This bill would require a local public agency that operates a combined
sewer and stormwater system to implement a notification plan to inform
the public in the event of a discharge that occurs on or near a
recreational beach. The bill would require the agency, upon the
occurrence of a sewer discharge on or near a recreational beach, to
post notice at the beach and conduct shoreline monitoring, in
accordance with a schedule determined by the appropriate California
regional water quality control board. The bill would require the agency
to make reasonable efforts to enter into an agreement with a
nongovernmental organization for regular sampling of receiving waters
affected by discharges from the combined sewer and stormwater system.
By imposing new requirements on local public agencies that operate
combined sewer and stormwater systems, this bill would impose a
state-mandated local program.

(2) The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that
reimbursement.

This bill would provide that, if the Commission on State Mandates
determines that the bill contains costs mandated by the state,
reimbursement for those costs shall be made pursuant to these statutory
provisions.
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I L  abeve.
Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: yes.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 13383.1 is added to the Water Code, to
read:

13383.1. (a) (1) Alocal public agency operating a combined
sewer and stormwater system shall implement a notification plan
to inform the public in the event of a discharge from the system
that occurs on or near a recreational beach.

(2) The notification plan shall include both of the following:

(A) A communication mechanism to alert persons using all
receiving waters affected by sewer discharges.

(B) A testing system to determine the nature and duration of
conditions resulting from sewer discharges that are potentially
harmful to users of receiving waters.

(b) Upon a discharge from a combined sewer and stormwater
system on or near a recreational beach, the public agency
operating the system shall post notice at the beach in the vicinity
of the discharge and shall conduct shoreline monitoring for
bacteria at monitoring locations in the vicinity of the discharge,
in accordance with a schedule determined by the appropriate
regional board. Shoreline monitoring during and after the
discharge and the posting of notice shall continue until bacteria
concentrations in the receiving waters at the monitoring locations
fall below maximum limits established by the appropriate regional
board.
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(c) A local public agency operating a combined sewer and
stormwater system shall make reasonable efforts to enter into an
agreement with a nongovernmental organization for regular
sampling of receiving waters affected by discharges from the
combined sewer and stormwater system.

SEC. 2. If the Commission on State Mandates determines that
this act contains costs mandated by the state, reimbursement to
local agencies and school districts for those costs shall be made
pursuant to Part 7 (commencing with Section 17500) of Division
4 of Title 2 of the Government Code.
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